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I  am 38 and have aut ism without speech, so
l funct ion as i f  I  have an intel lectual  disabi l i ty.
I have a Master of Arts in Literary Studies,
have written a book and been quoted in other
people's books.

When I  was 14 |  d ldn' t  have language -
al  least none that anyone had observed!

Five years later lcompleted high school and
went lo universi ty.  How? Wel l ,  I  d idn' t ' recover '
from autism.

I didn't suddenly become so competent I could do
this on my own. I certainly didn't learn to speak.

What I  d id learn, wi th the help of  some
wonderful people, was how to create

inlerdependence, so di f f icul t  to achieve when
one has autism. I learnt deliberately to attune
my movement and vision to connect with
written language I can see in my head.

With a patient partner I can type coherent
language and. in turn.  these heroes can impose
the kind of  control  I  need to be a companion.

Now I have travelled overseas and to dozens
of places in Australia. I have met lots of people,
and I  t ry to explain that having aut ism isn' t
about 'gett ing better 'but about t ry ing to make
the rest of the world and autism accommodate
and come to terms with each other. What an
interesting concept!


